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"Children
and young
people are
at the
centre of
everything
we do"

Welcome to Term 2! Especially to our new students & families. In week 4 of term 1 we had
the pleasure of participating in a review from our Department. It gave us a chance as
educators of your children to showcase our best practice. I would like to share below the
outcome. The two directions will assist us to continue on our path of improvement and focus
on how best to keep improving learning outcomes for your child/ren.
Outcomes of the on-track evaluation 2021
Based on the evidence provided, Christie Downs Primary School is on-track to effectively
implement the External School Review directions.
The review panel found that a strong learning culture is evident at Christie Downs Primary
School. Staff acknowledge and embrace the significant changes that have occurred since the
review and are keen to continue their journey. A distributive leadership model has been
developed providing clarity for staff of the improvement agenda and their shared work within
action teams. The school’s planning processes are evidence-based and targeted. Strategic
processes and resourcing facilitate teams of teachers working collaboratively together. These
include targeted professional learning, short sessions of trial and reflection on practice and lead
teachers coaching and mentoring their colleagues. The school has made good progress in
establishing effective learning environments for students. This has built a strong foundation for
further improvement.
The Principal will continue to work with the Education Director to implement the OTE key
actions:
Direction 1 Deepen and embed the use of data for intentional teaching and further developing
student agency.
Direction 2 Implement consistent, sustainable and quality differentiated teaching practices that
provide engagement for all students with particular emphasis on developing higher band
potential.
Based on current performance, Christie Downs Primary School will be externally reviewed
again in 2023.
I sincerely would like to thank our students, teachers, ancillary staff and leaders for their
willingness to embrace change and challenge themselves in their learning. It is such a
privilege to work at Christie Downs I have a great sense of pride in my school.
Thank you Gail Evans, Principal
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Principal Message continued…...
NAPLAN Testing:
For our students in years 3, 5 & 7 we have NAPLAN testing which will be online in
weeks 3 & 4. It is important to support your child through this process of testing as it
is a part of life not just school. To support our students our teachers have been
explicitly teaching test readiness. Teaching and Learning is our core business and sometimes students
can see learning as hard work. When you are challenged to do something new or different you can
often feel anxious, frustrated, at times disappointed by not achieving something the first time,
confused and struggling to understand. Students especially feel the above feelings when they are
challenged and taken outside of their comfort zone.
Most importantly, our students can feel positive feelings when they have achieved their goal or have
learnt something that was difficult. It is important for the development of students to be continually
challenged by involving them in; independent learning, risk taking and needing to concentrate to
expand their knowledge. The students understand that being challenged sometimes means you don’t
get everything right, that you may make mistakes and need to try different strategies to get the
desired results.
Parents, can also support their children’s learning at school by acknowledging the feelings associated
with being challenged, the need to persevere and develop independence and learning the “joy of
the struggle” to achieve new things. During week 4 we will be offering our NAPLAN students breakfast
on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 8.15am till 8.40am in Eucalyptus this is to ensure students
wellbeing during testing time. Please feel free to speak to your child’s teacher.
Changes to the beginning of the day:
Our morning routines prior to the bell will be changing as of the first week of term 2. This is due to duty
of care. Buildings will now not be opening until the music starts. All students will be asked to gather in
Kangaroo Paw playground with their parents. Banksia playground will now be closed as will waiting
outside class buildings. Breakfast club will still operate form8.15 till 8.45am Wednesday & Thursday. Jo
will now open the wooden gate only attached to inside courtyard when Breakfast club is due to start.
Wheelie morning will still operate under cola on Monday & Friday morning from 8.15am until 8.40am.
Have a great term.
Gail Evans, Principal

Premier’s be active Challenge
This year at Christie Downs we are encouraging all students to get involved with the Premier’s be active
Challenge.
What is the Challenge?
The Premier’s be active Challenge is a physical activity program introduced by the Premier in 2007 to:
Encourage students to be more active more often Improve the health and wellbeing of South Australian students.
The Challenge requires students to do at least 60 minutes of physical activity on at least 5 days of the week for at
least 4 weeks between the beginning of the school year and late September. After 4 weeks of daily physical
activity, students will be rewarded with a medal. After 10 weeks of daily physical activity, schools are in the
running to win an award.
Who can participate?
All students. The Premier’s be active Challenge is open to all South Australian students from Reception to year
12, as well as home education students.
What must students do?
The Challenge requires students to do at least 60 minutes of physical activity on at least 5 days of the week for at
least 4 weeks from the start of the school year until the end of week 10, term 3.
Students must record their physical activity on the relevant student recording booklets or progress charts.
A teacher or parent/carer must endorse the student physical activity record to indicate that the student has met
the participation requirements.
Remember, you can be physically active in different ways for 5 or 10 minutes to equal 60 minutes a day. You
don’t have to do a 60 minute block if you don’t want to. Recording sheets are being sent home with students and
once they have completed the challenge they should be returned to Joe Garner (PE Teacher) to get a medal.
Let’s get moving!!

Hello all,
Welcome back to Term 2, 2021. For our new families my name is Trish Hendrick, I am
the Aboriginal Education Teacher (AET) and the Lead Teacher for Reading across the
school. We have had a great first term of reading, with some of our students already
reaching their end of year reading goal. Lots of students are on track and the students
who are needing extra support will be receiving support through our Levelled Literacy Intervention
program.
It is great to see our homework diaries being used to record home reading by some of our families
and I would be delighted to see more evidence of home reading in Term 2.
Listening to your child read for a short time every day, is essential if they are to be successful
readers.
Buddy Reading & Kindy Reading
Buddy and Kindy reading groups were very successful in Term 1.
Buddy reading is now taking place in our big and small classes and this is having a
very positive impact for all pupils. This terms focus is building vocabulary and
working on comprehension strategies.
Christie Down’s kindergarten kids have been visiting on Tuesdays for shared
reading and play. Last term they joined us in learning our Rhyme of the week and
even had some fun drumming! Thank you to the kindy readers for sharing your
reading skills with the kindy kids, they love visiting and they have really settled
into the program.
Book Week 2021
The Theme for Children’s Book Week 2021 is ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds. Book
week will be 21-27 August 2021.
WOW- Word of the Week & Rhyme of the Week
Our Word of the Week and Rhyme of the Week continue to positively impact each child’s learning.
It is great to see the word of the week appearing in student’s writing and to hear the nursery
rhymes being sung, even at play time!
Please find below this terms W.O.W and R.O.W
Week Word
Meaning
Rhyme
1
factual
What is actually true
One, Two , Three, four,
five
2
devious
An action of misleading behaviour
Little Boy Blue
3
desert
Leave a place causing it to appear empty
Hey Diddle, Diddle
4
cylinder A straight and circular pole-like shape
Twinkle, Twinkle Little
Star
5
swarm
Large group of flying insects
Baa, Baa Black sheep
6
examine Inspect or study something
Three Blind Mice
7
generous To give a lot more than is expected
Wee Willie Winkle
8
9

glacier
download

10

idolise

A dense an persistent body of ice that moves
To copy information from one computer to
another
Someone you hold high in opinion

Roses are Red
Pat a Cake
Little Jack Horner

I would love if you put this list on your fridge and highlight the words as we go through the weeks.
As always please ensure your child changes their home reader daily and makes time for reading at
home. Books are also available in our outdoor reading nooks!
Trish Hendrick- AET

Writing

Welcome Back to Term 2
2021 District Cross Country
Late last term a select group of students were involved in the SAPSASA cross country athletic event at Pimpala
Primary School. 19 Students entered the 2km or 3km event and all represented the school really well in the hot
conditions. The staff who were with the students want to thank them for their hard work and congratulate them on
a job well done. A big congratulations goes to Aliyah Zwarich-Idt for finishing 5th in her age group.

Year 7 to high school update
By now you may be aware that year 7 is moving too high school in 2022. This means that if your child is in year 6
as well as 7 they will graduate from primary school the conclusion of this year.
Having two year levels graduate at the same time is a unique situation and we want to ensure that our students
are prepared and experience a positive and successful transition from primary to high school. To ensure the
experience is memorable, there are many things to consider such as leadership opportunities, seniors tops,
graduation ceremonies and participation in activities that were historically year 7 events. We will provide you with
further information about opportunities to be involved in planning for our students.
Year 6, 7 Students Online Transition Form: Year 6, 7 information has go home to families regarding online
application for transition to high school. If you have not received this information or need support in completing
the form online come to the front office and I can assist you.
Lunch Clubs
Lunch clubs give students an avenue to express an interest in extracurricular activities. There is a different club
on each day;
Monday – Art Club
Tuesday – Lego Club
Wednesday – Fitness Club
Thursday – Science club
Friday – Sports Club
Todd McGrath, Senior leader

Student Wellbeing

Data and more...
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with a Disability (NCCD)
All schools are required to collect information about the numbers of students that they provide adjustments
to under the Disability Discrimination Act (1992) and Disability Standards of Education. This data is used
as the basis for national funding.
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data involves the collection of:

The number of students receiving adjustments to enable them to participate in education on the same
basis as other students

The level of adjustment provided to students

Where known, the students type of disability

The year level of the student
Under the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data model the definition of disability is broad and includes
learning difficulties, health and mental health conditions. This means that it is not only students who have a
One Plan who are included in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data. It includes a wider group of
students who receive additional support within the school environment.
If your child is identified by the school for inclusion in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data process,
the required information about your child will be included in this year’s data collection.
Once the data has been collated, it will be de-identified before being provided to the Australian
Government Department of Education. This ensures that no student’s identity can be reasonably
ascertained.
The data will be used by our school to inform and improve practice for students with disability.
If you have any questions about the data collection, please contact Leanne Jacobs on 8382 3266.
Further information about the Collection can be found at:
http://www.education.gov.au/nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability
Communication with Teachers
Working in partnership with our families is an important aspect in supporting students learning, growth and
achievement. As a school we provide a number of communication pathways. These include: phone calls,
organised meetings, diaries, communication books, SeeSaw App, Skoolbag and Facebook. Individual
teachers have choice over which methods of communication they work best for their classroom. If you are
unsure of the preferred communication in your child’s class please ask the teacher.
It is important to remember that teachers may not always be able to respond to your questions and
messages straight away as they do not have release time each day. If you have urgent information or
questions you can call into the office if your teacher is unavailable.
Please contact me if you have any questions regarding communication in your child’s class.
Learning and Resources
At Christie Downs Primary School staff and students have access to a range of learning resources to meet
individual needs and provide opportunities to work in different ways to stretch and challenge learning.
These include both technological, library and class based resources.
Many students (and staff!) have preferred learning styles and these are acknowledged and used to support
students to show their understanding and learning. It is important that these preferred learning styles and
resources are used in partnership with a range of alternative resources and activities. Current research
shows that it is detrimental to any child if the only access they have is technological. As we believe in the
whole child and that a child is learning all of the time it is paramount that we offer our students a range of
resources to support their learning.
Carpark and Taxi Area Safety
To ensure safety of students please do not walk through the Taxi only entrance from Elizabeth Road.
Please ensure students entering from Elizabeth Road enter through the pedestrian gate and cross at the
designated crossing in the car park once in the school grounds.
Thankyou,
Leanne Jacobs, Senior Leader

What we can do
The main reasons for absence are:
Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill.
It’s vital that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and setting good sleep
patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big difference.
It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the
term if it can be avoided.
“Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind
their classmates – every day counts. “
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom
teacher as early as possible.
Openly communicating with your child's school about all absences is a good way to prevent
attendance issues being escalated to a Social Worker
Truancy Officer.
If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let
your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get
your child to school every day.
Further information
For more information and resources to help address
attendance issues, visit:
The Australian Parenting Website: raisingchildren.net.au
Department for Education; Helping children and young
people learn. Website: education.sa.gov.au
Kids Helpline Phone and Web Counselling
Phone 1800 55 1800 Website: kidshelpline.com.au
Please feel free to contact Jo Swift on 83823266 or pop in for
a chat.
Thank you!
Jo Swift
The Smith Family

1.
2.
3.
4.

**SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION**
Do you have a concession card and a commitment to 90%> school attendance?
Would you like to receive payments for your child/ren’s school-related expenses?
Is your child/ren currently enrolled in Reception to Year 8?
Does your child/ren attend one of our Partner Schools in the Onkaparinga
community?; this includes Christie Downs Primary School

If you meet the above eligibility criteria Please ask, Jo Swift, your school Student Wellbeing Leader, about a referral to
Brooke Hutchinson ASAP, spaces will be filled fast.

Highly Structured Teaching

Student Wellbeing
Principal’s Award for Academic Achievement
A huge Congratulations to Brodie and Lily for winning the first
Principal’s Award for 2021. The students were nominated by their
teachers for excellent work in Literacy and Numeracy.
Student Leaders
Our Student leaders have started the year with enthusiasm and
excitement. The leaders run every assembly. This term Class
Captains and Vice Captains will attend meetings once a fortnight
to discuss /plan events for our school and discuss ideas /
suggestions from the students. Congratulations to Ethan, Kaitlyn,
Sarah, Brodie and Harmony.
Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open on Wednesday and Thursday morning from
8:15 until 8:45. Students and families are welcome to attend.
Breakfast Club is supported by Kickstart for Kids and Foodbank. A
huge Thank You to Trent and Sue, our wonderful volunteers.
Foodbank vouchers
Vouchers are available for parents/carers, at any time. Please ask
to see me for a voucher for Foodbank on Beach Road.
Hopgood Performance
We are very excited to announce that our staff and students will once again be performing at the
Hopgood Theatre.
More information will follow as the date draws closer. Students will begin rehearsing early this term
for the performance in week 9.
Attendance
EVERY DAY COUNTS
Primary School Attendance
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students
learn new things are school every day – missing school puts them behind.
Why it’s important
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education
begin with students coming to school each and every day.
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them
up for success in the later years of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind,
and can affect their educational outcomes.
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and
reading.
Getting in early
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the
early years of school will often continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower test
scores than their classmates. It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early
years of primary school.

Hello everyone and welcome to Term 2.
As mentioned in last term’s newsletter Highly Structured Teaching (HST) consists of 4 main
components- Physical Structure, Visual Schedules, Individual Tasks and Work Systems.
Physical structure is the foundation of structured teaching. Physical structure refers to the
way each area in the classroom is set up and where materials and furniture are placed. A
physically structured classroom provides organization and helps staff, students, and
classroom visitors understand what activities are occurring in each area of the classroom at
any given time.
Throughout term 1, staff have focused on establishing the physical structure and
organizational systems within their classrooms and teaching all students how to use them.
Staff identified the different areas they wanted to create in their classrooms with many
teachers designing areas for small and large group activities, centres (reading corners and
relaxation areas), and small spaces for individual instruction, independent work and brain
breaks. Boundaries have been created using furniture as well as materials. Visual cues, like
coloured rugs, labels, or materials, have been used to differentiate areas, especially in
locations that may be used for more than one purpose. For example, if a group table is used
for academics and also for art activities, staff put art material on the table during the art
activities to help students know what is expected when they arrive at that location.
Creating a physically structured classroom and designating clear locations for specific
materials such as homework, notes home, school supplies, and personal items as well as
creating routines around when and how to use these areas has been essential for ensuring a
successful start to the year and has helped clarify expectations in each learning
environment. Over time the physical structures created in each classroom will become
powerful cues for appropriate behaviour and result in successful, engaged learners and
positive
classroom
environments.
Nicole Guy-Rees

Shelving is used to create
different environments
within the classroom.

A labelled box indicates
where students place
their home folders each
day.

Quiet and relaxation
places are created
using soft furnishing

This seating area is
used for quiet
individual and
small group work.

This U-table is used
for teacher
directed and small
group activities.

Black and white
material is used
to provide a
visual cue that
this activity is
finished and not
currently in use.

Maths Talk
Welcome to term 2! In week 3 of this term students in years 3, 5 and 7 will be taking
part in NAPLAN. The information collected through this testing gives valuable
information for teachers to use in their planning.
I have continued to support teachers in classrooms and have been working with the
teachers to implement ‘Big Ideas in Number’ assessments and activities to support
‘subitising’- being able to recognise small groups of items at a
glance, and ’trusting the count’- trusting what you have already
counted in order to perform number problems. These two elements
of maths are important foundations in the understanding of number
and number operations.
This term our number focus will be on ‘Place Value.’ Place value is
the basis of our number system in which each digit in a number
determines its value depending on its place in the number.
Here is this terms joke. HaHa!
Tracey Chapman

